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l^>on€Wrjy)fcc€^e^ ^mcAfhc^nAtnfnc^nmdm^apen€f^ 

tumcy l^uks nqvmnf tea ^nalyst^ OMfd prvbi^m and cna^ 
tfunMnf Many of Am can be meed tD the lu^ echod ai 

the sowvc 7b unJerjtand jotne of the UF^erlyutt codecs foe this etuattenf 
phmnvneilcfi^i cn/ervuM wett cendua^ wuh aIaa fb'st year Afii^ 
can Am^rcfiOT coSegt eudena to avtutv ctor htfh edtod pf^amtan 
jo^em^ T^lsctms offer three k^f flndjngs thd haos ot^ti^MnsJbe 
arragthoan/ ooBege^leifd ItJera^ eudena often pment thetr leera^ 
prepeoxOton as xn^eguan fi) srudaes Mbm that isaehett assiofgTaaris 
obcia thorn mpact thoo" t^adermc sdf pett^aoK^ 0 ^ ft) Ouiera aaweiy 
devdoped academe anssgies to rmcan eu^ee^uL 

T 

be Natioiul CeolBr tot Education 
Satu bee (2fi01) foniid that after hi(b sohoo! ncl; 1 7 H of African Ameri- 
can stndentB wore ^Ic to damenRatB sbetive tistncf akillj aa char* 
by abibcy u> mlbnnaocn nfw^^T ^ mnrf aifwimanM qt 
erplain mcdcratoly cofoplax Mere fliarmiTig u the National 
AaaeaaiDfim tot Progreaa (2002) repona the average reut 

nig pio&deDcy acDxe fiv Aftican Amencac hrelfth-srade stndenta has 
declined orer the past decade Upon entenni cnilegs, Iheae atodents 
eihibft lovrer Ihefacy pxo&Mncy aa iaphed by thetr arerage verbal 
Scholastic Achievement 1bat(&0^ seen ef^33^ as compared te aacore 
orS20 earned by arefage white raideDtB(NCE&, 2001> In addition, 62% 
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of oD ooleniig African AoiAncan coQffe stndooti it^im reoodiAl 
StTDCtiaD in Pnplifth aa rrttnpar ^ m of (ilO (S(£l COOogt popoIfftlOll 
^071, ira. BoMb PiDfur. 2D(X^ 

EdoulDTS And reaeaRbsn coninnio to idond^ bctDct chat couriboto 
ts imutod titATic 7 pccfiddns; among AAican Anuncan 9 tud 6 nl& laaQos 
auch u language conuDumajlioii styla aod cnlcorallj Ttlemt tsaol^ 

lug aro dcmioanl ihcioea ic i>2aearch on ACncaii Amencan 

Ikon^ perfOnziaBce Howora; ftw ttudioa ioclude (be percepliima of 
when decernmung (be mfluanoe of acbool prepan^ 

tion^ CQltnre 00 htoacf perfiiniunc& Focu 00 dioae hetm wtdiDut 

atndfint cipuc may Uoder ^nlibcatton of hetin tbs most aiguficandy 
aAd UterBiy perftnziaiice of African Amencac atudeiua 
Mucb of (be naearcb cq li(eTa^ perfomuDca of African Amencan 
aendeoB h£f caiuafid on of lacguage xrlalcd u> 

tha acqoiniioQ of acbool perfr rniaiic& Aceordoig u> 

^197^ IfDgUJStB liiliii lan g baVO 'I fhm 
apeeab iianenu of African Amencaoa aa ID perfiset unKaboca of Standafd 
EngbaK T^iaoe have apnmd a ^de&^o^ modal of Utem^ per« 
bmuccA Hub yr n pi i ^ (bat tf African Amoricao scodeots ara to 

enbanen tbeir a^rtAm^ tboy muat learc to gBcdafd 

Engbdt PaAas { 1 0M) rBinJorced ^>^i* notioii whan be omoludad. ^ona 
bepoa Id bebare (bat African AmericaD atedenls' Telativety poor ma^ 
lug pecfOrmaDce la due to tbair relatively meager erpoaori ts atacdanl 
Engbah tatber than because they are not (p 32f 
Other RMafcheo have reamed ibe tmH# inuaiw of African 

American and low^mco roe i^a wygni^Afgh^irri viTniTip miwtVfcafi 

arKAni> Pqt ezaffiplo^ Oakao ( 1905 ) fr und (a) mlnon^ acodeota are 

s^zuScandy \mAfT enroDed m advanced placemant cemaes even wfico 
sucb ooQjaea axe available, (b)iiiifiorl 9 atedonla aro refhmdlea oftan 
tD advanced coimea they may meet the neceaaaiy mtoria^ 

(t) minon^ rDdems axe likely (o exclude (bemaelvea from advanced 
cfluxaea to remaic vritb socia] peeiv Tbu druation may inhibit artaii^ 
mm c Dili tfl racy skiDa do velopedtbrougb advanced taxts, dialopics, and 
oltuBl r>iinlrinp atrategio^ 

A diffaieot paopectlve on school rhmwi u preaentedby Delpic (2002^ 
susaaB (bat African American students^ ujider pefteman^ m 
bmm^ ia due to a acbool atmoapheie diaent of meaningfiil culrural 
repieaentadon a cl genccal appredation tor dtvetaity witiun 
many scboola Thu sbcitcoming oeates m arudentx an atliruda of r& 
nance acdabenation uxtraidcbe ainiculQm(Deipitt 1095; ITiie, 1087, 
Hama, 10M) Tb overcome this iccrude Lee (IMS) bux^ (bat claasoom 
frocra cao luuiuote srudena' litetacy wbon srudenta are able to 
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(s) oonuDooicstfl ud week m fimill croopa^ (b) uitfignts from 

tsnthsmUtfl directly Id pnorknow1cd|o, acd(c)ie^ apeo ih ^ n dwh 
UfiCuago stylcaacdao dal ksovriodfetfl iclDipret cert Afiicaii 

American atudece snai aw tiiQinafi^?es aa ioiellecrualty capable and 
cuIluiaHy Tihicd if Ibey are w aQccaed in Ulen^ Tipfca (Perry^ 2004 ) 
Thk ia accomphabed thiuDib daliborets coiricula cormectiDiis wlib real 
world srpenracaa reJevut is srudsnta 
Tlia ccoac^ancaa ofbimtad icadeioicUlDracy amcni aomc African 
Americana is ooc only felt at (be colkfe iavtl bot la compounded wtian 
one conadare (hat high lerela of btere^ are with gainful 

emplDymeot advanced edocahonal goals^ and acquisnion of quality 
of lift (National Center on Education and the Economy, 1990) In a 
scody erf the reJabonahlp betwacn poet^ugh acbocri employment and 
literacy^ the National Centar on Education (he Boonomy ( 1090 ) 
ibund 41 % ofadohs who demonacrate low litsracy pmficicncy are Unog 
cn pover^. Given the importance of advanced liuuacy ablla in African 

American anideols in higher education and the worldbree it la j 

to atrengthen literacy preparaden in high achool college cootota 
While Ttaearehere have aoggested inteiveotlon antegiea at both levels, 
appvoacbea that bridge the two esperiencoa fcr African American eru^ 
dents are ov a rioohsd The atudeota, themaelvea, are key Id reeobriog this 
laeue Tlieir pereoptions might mflnenee how achool preparation can be 
txanabrmed to pnw n ote latigiiApi anH hten^ development 
1b bettor understand the c( contest, eleven African 

American flret^year srudenta were intofviewed a qualitative ph^ 

nomeoolcgical appcoacb The stndentf peiseptions and aasumprions 
aboQt bterecy preparation were docunented as they grappled with 
liiancy requirements in Freshmen EnilialL Tbs Ibbowlng reaeaich 
qoesriona wnre nririfTfftfd^ How do African American firet^ycar college 
stndenta peremve their actaooi litcmcy prepaianoo^ What bctsre 
do African American fimyear coOege studenta perceive as nsceaaiy 
brcoOeie litera^suocea?Howdo African American scedenca develop 
stmegiee Id tape with the tnnsitioo from Ugb school tD collegs Eng* 
dassreenns? By qoestioQing the scedents^ percepcens of Iftsracy 
preptfadoo^ the (a) add to ooi ondecstandioga of African 

American scudaodf srpenesce in the coIlege4evel claaaroom^ 

and (b) Improve upon ihe current theory and instruction used m both 
achool arid coOego Enghah classrsocns is more abcttvaly aoiat 
American scndeols in reading and writing 


Method 

The soii^ waa condoned ate large bur^ear Nonheastem onlversi^. 
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Tlio frtduDon ckas 9t thL aiuvcet^ conauied of3,233 jruddntA^ S 4% 
0 fvh£ ID WAA African Anujlcaii African AnuncanAud^fittgradiuta 
from tbo onmet^ •! ao axpomd rats cf 17 K aftor Ibar 
pared vnib 40^ of whiu atudoob Bocanae of a high aftniion reic aa 
wan aaoiiiQrfraofa aucb aa.lowfriziily 6retgofieratu>ncQOe|o 

funoncystacoar orlovrstandaniBadlcatacoreai African 
American stndenta vrere ccoudatod at-risk 
Sculcna ware idsDbfred t^alxy tn the Eiylub DapartmcDt and 
thfDogh tbo office of Scodent Support Semcaa Faoiltj and stodeDS 
ware pcovidad with wrifron conaenl ibn&a which ofCared an oromew 
of (be ndf Crttaria used fiir atDdeot«i>artidpantB wore that sradeDta 
Id be African American, fiot^ima froahmen afudema fro m oban 
sehoola who were tnrcQed in Pm^uacn Engliob 
Tha two esnses o whichatodena were entcQcd were firykoh 7h>oi<gh 
Wrm(f and Thmifh LUernaot Bach CDurae was designed a& 

unregreiys cujricuhim fi)r freahmen 
Coureca were derigDod to bois CQ the de velcpmoDt of srudsnta' wTidng 
akiOa (hroogh renaioo joflecdcn^ an underetBDding of themsefvaa 
aa wrltere and (hinkeia^ thus mscmctiofia] encouraged students 

tobecniDO more poworfOIandael^awarewntecBi readan^ anddiinkera 
7^ w ihfiirKarkfmuTiAa ofthfistudeDtpopolaocn ID ths En^i^coinsea 
wore repTcaen(ati?e of those wlthm tbo endre unreecmtj. That ia^ each 
ofthe tan claaaca used o ths study consisted ofappnsaiDsttly 1 African 
American^ 2 Asiao^ 1 Hispanic^ an d 21 Eun>pean Amencac students 
TWd srndencs in the study were tnrcQed in the aamo class. 

PnrricijMmo 

The African American atudoocs id study brought different exparU 
to the coDs|e environment Foox of ths srudsnts wore African 
American males and seren wore African Amsnean females. All of the 
stndeoa attended urban hi^ crKAftift that were predommandy African 
American Htspamc TVe^ cf the srudents attended public ebartar 
ar>inni> ofis studofit attended a public magnet acbool, and the remaii^ 
Ing eigbt studantB attended public Students" high school 

grade pomt averages ranged from 2 7 to 3 5 Vecbal iAT acores of the 
stndenta reoged frum42B (s 400 Bightoftbs eleven smdeots completed 
auruvcet^reiDedialEngluh comss duo totbairlow&Q'acDre Despite 
tbflir drvQise scodoDls shared a desire is have tti f it 

erperiencae aclmowledged. One of the stndenis esplsined that ahe 
Svant(ed] people to taicw that the transmeo from achool waa dii^ 

ficulL^ She CDOtifined by stadia, ^Some srudents don't diickahoutlhcir 
edocsdimal e ipgncnon They Just accept what's gmn to them/ 
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EOtfC^nMnoA 

fti£AOfDQiu>lopcAl ibterTuwuif ^aAfiiin[e8) tlut thno^ dialogic and 
mBoctiazi Ju qolnteaaentialmeafiaii ofjpajtidpaiitB'] uperunc^swiH 
bo rmaled^ (Koismao 6^ RalUs, 1906, p 72). Tbu appn>acii vaa to^ 
plojed to olfiTen Africac AmcTtt^ii firat^oar ccIlo|e studenta la 

m^pdi convofsabniu abcnl thoa porcoptiDiia of high acbool ttiscicy 
pcoptfidocL EaahatodofU paftidpacod m throe mdfv^iially sehadulod 
mtorrlcwi ooe {ocua group I&terriswB bogan with a cnbcit 

oFfivo atudoolB danDg the &11 serocatot of>d coniifiaod with atx atodonls 
during the apnng x^moatet Fa rh miamcw ongagsd acodonls m three 
go mmuto iniorrlewa (Sotdoian, 1990). The &ret mtamov engaged 
radenta o a giudod cnoTOfsatioo in which tha; roflactod on their 
scbcol reading and wntmg eipencntta Tbo aecond intacview focuaod 
00 the srudeot^nurentanitQdea and peroeptioae of their tranatkio into 
Le?el Eogluh comsaa Specifie bcus wae giren to their 
preparetum The thifd inteiviow a pa t^Ajagm ^ w t of th^rr 

percoived ability to meat the domatids ef the cnUoge cooru 

The final interview alan mchidad srudenta' pareapdoDe of bODre that 
cootributo to hten^ eueceaa in coQo|e TWonty^vc open-ended que^ 
tioos wore developed pnor to the tntemew* howofci; not sD qoeatione 
were aaked ofaD acodenta (xt Appendix) 

Dtiu Ana^fau 

Data collection and aoalyaia cccuired throughout the atudj. Qonee 
qoentlj, uiJcnnabon gathered the interviewa, field notes, and 

a ibeue group infiuenced ciaaroom obeemtiona viaa veiu Eaeh 
rntemew was audiotaped an d tmacribed Pnor to the analysis of reut 
and coding moltlple hateninge of the interviews were conducted 
by the researcher (^rown ^ Gilligan, 1992) The pnrpose of the finr 
hsictnnff was gtryiiijar to thoos of the three interviewa, to n^e 

paredpanls' pereonal histocy^ develop details on their inteiictiona in 
literacy envircmncnts, and allow fiirrefieoioQ upon decaila 
nieoomcnclogicaj ofnarrahveanalyaabeganwithbroad pat- 

tarns and themes (PosamanG^ Ralhs, 1098) Themes related tn African 
American students' btera^ suceea {onn^ the bt the analytic 
framework Thk framework gnided the analyaia organisation of 
emergent themes, such ae sodal attirudea toward htoracy, pneraJ sodal 
supports, perceived ^Qi 9 to become literate, andcBona to aeekaasifr 
Emergent themes were retained or eliminated based upon the re- 
uiiiaiice of each theme After each interview, an analytic memoraiMhim 
waa completed to summartzs the interview, identify emergenl themea^ 
aasigD initis] codmgi identi^ areas for fiuthet mvaingatioiL 
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7h4atwcnfnnfi3£ 

StudAZUd' wnOm a^eicniDfioe^ ud classroom obsecracioos 

warn used Id tnascolaic (ho fitirfin p daredopiiig converging hnes 

of toqaiiy thniD^ the (Lmootai fr Gobs, IMS; Ym, 1M4>. Mdi- 
tionall;, iDombor was used doring tbo second and llurd inicr^ 

vio^a Students reriswcd (be snaljOc memos to ensure that emafgdnl 
themes srere accuratsly identified An d to enstne the initial analyas of 
thetr srpericDces. 

Results 

Tbe comountB of Africac American students in tiii* sco^ provide 
guidance to teachcfs othcca who aspire to impmvo the hteia^ 
perfbnnance of African American studsnts in nibsn high schools and 
colleges. Themes resulting from the mceiviews were divided mlo three 
categories (s) mfiuence of teacher szpectation, (b) Influence of aooal 
companeop; and (o) coping strategics. 


Iharhsr E^^ectanons 

Thacber expectation grestlj contnboted to students^ perceptions of 
Utaracy preparation Srodenta reported thai teachers in their urban 
schccls had low crpectsdone of them, did not encourage oltkal 
tiifniriTig^ and used only pasaive^ceptive instnicQonal stylca, AccorA 
mg to several scudeet^ teachers* low expectations Ttsolted in a 
approach which prompted rote memorisation, erphdl retelling of con^ 
inbcnsioo delailSi and over ^irwphagifl on prodocc completion instead 
of the derelopmcnt of s^je and voice in wTlrten assignments fracy, a 
sooond semester freshman, elsborate^ 

labi|hsdtfDlallyouliadto dc twtaaddMKCfy TIm laaebar #ould 
gfi ever lAst she was so wIm yen took ibs last you juat 

hod uretDacdMMdiatiba laid you eaihar (t was loalafle^Ybu didn't 
hava 10 aealysa anything. All you had le de was tameobar what ibs 

Iq 

SnulfiniB sctnbDicd iluit high achool Aodenuc rocaeis to the Uck of 
ciuOenge presumed by teacliscv As a cooaequaiico, snidems did doI 
ihmk (hflir high schMl giadu vere valid. Nicole, a srudsni &Bm an 
mtua chajioc school, rtipniftfi^ iha frusintum of receiving inaccmte 
^atusuon from hi gh a^ool laacluia and principals. 

m really fruRraoag whan you’re lu hlgb iiul aO the teachers 
ud pRadpals Tbu’ia taieri * I dsde'i fad that (oert I ^b'I 
kbatvwby tlreyMidreiivay, neybdbeeauael wasgeethig good grades, 
but it mast dulleaglag go I dldat feel tmstt iri wbea you’re dul* 
leegedittl you're datag e good yah aed then you ftel like you''re dasa 


WHnethlei 
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Aii£lh£r Audut Wribuced luj coU^ge btcracy frustnddn direcd; 
ID hiih a£booI ta^fhen' mupairoptiDiis af>d lew srpeemou doo'l 
tHin^ ]Qj hip»i dctaool prepared ua enaagh [te collafe ] 1 dont &el 
I got the eaiDfl eduatioiv aa erudenta m other My acbool 

waa joat ba^ia^ 

The mdante freqoentiy mendDned that race may have ui£lticocod 
the high icbool taachata' evahiaticn of their lueca^ poifiinnaAce. 
Aoutymemben ana ceacbcfs wiUi higberpectstiQQa aaeistad emdeots 
m devakipif^ a iDore accDfate Tiaw of tbair literacy perfOrmaBcc 
o?eraO capabOi^ Tki^and MaikatteiuledtbeauDe higbafhool Uaik 
made ihe bOownig Gcmffleiu 

( teit tldflg tfaif^ Ci&adMt^ ceoDparad ma id otlweatihlastd ta tty Itigb 
I coeaittrad m le odw caiMtitM at my Ugb Mheei. 

but if I oittparad oyialf u everybody ah»i I wouki aay I wat average 
Uy laachaA wdoU lay ^urgrelaa aea piafiiM ^ bull naMobar wbae 
cay grulia alippad to a le^ ay loat a 

Ihcy agreed aome aacheia m their school had lower srpe& 
tations {ox African American atudeoa 

atoii of ay taachar» ibongbi ay wmag ikiUj wan paaL I ffx an A oe 
aaaiy aia^ papat It via real aa^ But earn I had a louilwe bhek 
^^M&aa (Etigliah ta^ha^ Ska toeh oo aaaa burn aayeoe aba waa 
prep ate g ua bfcoUaga ABihaotkar laacban wan vary laAbotila 
waas'L Cfyou d^'iras<l ska haaw yea didn't read Vary faw paepla 
get As la kar daas. 

Many stndenti commented on the lerel of teacher opectanno in CD V 
lage» which waa Mtehly i>ian ihat erperianced in high lehooi 

Studante reported difiereoceem teachers' lerel of acadamic grpecBOoiy 
nucnicdimal e^leA ose of contie content The msoduend 
o the atudeoo' coOegc Enghth daaaiDomfi often incorpocBted varioua 
genna, hiatnrical periods^ and multiple pempeedvea oTethnicalty 
dtvane wntefa. Students were re^niind tc utfree mnUide frameworka 
ID ualyae (hemea within complex term Ibachar-erudent 

taoctions wen also onique in chat atudente were opeciad D provide 
mdmdual penpeaiTca of the as opposed to repeating macher* 
directed lespooaea. 

Srudenta erpenenced low levels of teacher erpedetion dnnng 
school litency preparatioiL In college the students were breed to 
n ftrfu (he tenaion between their high school preparation and college 
erpectadoQA The litency erpenences of which the scodente spoke 
hi^y woe those m which teachere parents provided students with 

jaffl^mirATT y choDenguig and valued th^ potenbsl to mcel. 
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Compan^n 

S002I cflznpdnsDowTiiked as both a hmdraAco aod aoaroc of iDociTatiDQ 
as studfiQta begac to viow literacy as a araea cf ccmples iftteiactioos 
thfitrequn aosJysu, ccosaiontido cfUsumcal peispcctlveai af>d 
IncorparuooofpenonalbackgroQBd Tbesradentsizulicatsd that more 
European American srudents ip ccOege more prepared to handle 
the malsrisl In addftvfv stndenis often re ported frusnticn wldi 

thfi iiTTikftrf literal succaae (bey sapenenesd m college aa ccmpaiod 
to the succeee e rpe.nenoed m acbool They believed thsmseNoa 
ID be above average when compared to tbeo acbool peets^ but low 

average when compared u> college peers 
All acodeols discoaaed how varioos high acbool academic placemeop 
^Ti affoct college btera^ pectemanco The amdonls perceived high 
ar>inni Advuced Placemcm (A^ conoes as loost affective tot coOsge 
UtscBcj prepaiatioii Advanced nacomeni comaea were believed u> 
isovide snidents with at hI wnbng erpcneiicoa (hat paralleled 

tboae in coUega (D^eaaod levels of teacber expectsdon, addldcoaJ 
{bcoi OQ writren asaigomentai opoaore to sooal an d cultural toptesj 
^riA K^Sildmg of 0 fd£s] >>i<Tiiring gViHt vers attributBS believed to 
Inoease the college literal of AP atDdeot& Sian; Janei, 

jTiri Demetruia reflecttd 00 tbs influence AP couisas on hi^ acbool 

peers pmently enroOed irv collage^ 

T wee iD a good but H waaat AP So I bat ibay m a 

bit aMt advanead thao tea I knew AP wea the tblag as ttiHega 

Tiiji t uii ^ ^ ^ MMaa 

Ihada AwftMabtliatwarattLAPajigbeli That deia was mote auniler 
tt the ttpHega etrueeira I eae oMt of tbM paepK whe wm lo ap 
deaKi, dceegalotbetteriliaiiittideotewhDwaftui\ Ithtekthey waie 
puahed Mote war espactedof them 

la AP they yeti «^***^^^ 1 Aids't About 

oow, AP Mudeets m ivie prepared end have more of an 

advantage 

While suds nis did bell eve dial APsrnflenie wee better pro pared they 

behoved ooUege hton^ racceas is a oomblzistitm of acbool 
diatriraaSoeoce, tcacbsi eapectation^ andaoclaJ steraotypea Srndonia 
who attnbnted their btoiicy developmsni Id tbeao ftetore geneiiOy 
behoved tb^ the mtsSectual abibcy bul ware not provided with 
the school resources rtf cmaaiy lor college aocceoa Jahl^s commenl 

emphasized tbs rm pufy cf teacher storso^pes atudent outcomes 
X think flioo^ cheegea the teeehen' frame of in stf te about 
end that's ralet^ le bigher aaii^tatma lo teg school, 
Mebett t&ighi not ftel wa heve the pctendsl to leara and they let 
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a b« Uavn u dtA cudsott Tlw «*«Aiii i a ftai di^t dtey 

Itfve < 1 m petaacul So u sm» bocft asd fcrtk Btu tt ubuibu 
Rdwok, ubooli ara Ban«e bacauM ir< a &et tli£ic anufeou an 
baenr prapdnd tor Mllags I An't *<"i« I waa piapaiad tbr coQaBa 
SBidaatt frem Graas ^lla? (adiuu edMMl dseicQ praparad. 

I ba?« i Hole ucaa catchttg up ici do. I'm lut •ayiag tha/ra brtgbtac 
Ijusiksow ifautluy Bbow a iutlebR Buoia thaal do. 

ihMrWfc of pre pare ru«n FOTSTUdebB 
wtio miETDalised (hev Ud of prepandon, peera who wore boner pre> 
pared tor coUego were beheaed lo be more acodezmuUy confident 
competeni StndentB aJao reported that boner piepaied srodens were 
able a oegotiate iha aaeipunenu more eaaily As a consequence, ihsae 
sCQdens were often relocianl to parddpate m peer sosamna or 

daring clasarooiD itinniaaiiiTifl fcr fur olliers would bekeTO they did 
not belong m coQoge MicbeOe aod Ocovla commenced. 

The otlmf peopls Ib tay daaa vary cM&JaaL Whu I 

rawl ibdr papen I ahtaya »h“«v <011 my, my paper doaa boc eompan 
w ttaia ' Thsfa «by 1 haia modtog tay papam oui [tor peer i 

deal vraat them u • **>*«> I dn'tbekiBg m collage l tool m 

mudi lem adraacod. 

<Amfl ottlu eeudants retf bettac I do, at lean they toiud prRtiy 
BBsrt la wbaB (bay mad the aiDiy, djota open lo thso tbai 
aaplaifi It better ifaaa trbSB 1 maJ iL Tb^ just u batisr 

4ha-« I 4i- 

Srudenia atmg^ed lo conipleis asagmueiiB widi the same level of 
academic nicccae as the it coOsge poors Mar^offiia srudsoBmeniioQsd 
feoliog angry ahon-changed by ibeir but remained 

modvaisd a> achieve. Manbew oplainad. 

I tool bksl ImraadafaulucalyBethiBg Is hlgbKhoel.llUBlatodtSM' 
aa< from IT ha cctasy actually caach Is hlgb school So, rmgDtnptD bav« 

« do a lot 'oerh. 1 toalhka rmbakad andyoudn'twaat d tool that 
you hava tn enteh up to evafyose elan 1 JOM get u ovanvbdiBOd 
Asia alao leflnciad on die sense ofbeing ch^tod. 

1 Aal ehsatsdi la high you bove u taka all preparatory aad 
«i« .» a<ini« rliiTTf tor esOage. ua euppaiad to balp you Tbae you do 
weD Ib thou • aod you iwUrgii is going b be eaay ITs so 
dUfareut bora U's otMbh^ His wbai they laugbtyou la bi^ tchool 
InteruOngly, atodenls did not compare themaelvca lo otbet African 
American amdenm. Morenvec stndents did not duir academic 

peiformance with other African American peer&'niesrudsnts ware able 
to recognize charaaerisDcs of high school prepaiaDon (hat contributed 
tc the sodemic aucceas of iboir peers Srodenis romained friistrated 


IMtvy /p«pM9on 


I! 


that thfly ven not tbit to mjaiwtAm i^e acadofoic starua chat choy 
aahiov^ in >c.faDcL Scudanta c^pnalizod oo tbu fronration u> 
nmam modvated to moeaae their litara^ perfbnoaoca 

C^inf SfTOttfU$ tn Jke Cofl^fe 

Daapite che frustmoo of tugh icboci pcepoation, once txperv 

in the coUese RTiyiuK acrtmt the radonls doroioped a vanc^ 
of ocfldamic peiaonal atratcfiea cc coopofiaate tor lad of Inan^ 
inpantion and (o negotiate collate t^chlnf stylea Srudenis developed 
apeofie ioate pea baaed u poo thau eralnatioo of penonal atrenpha and 
wea^neaeeo Many of dieae stntepea included spendoii more on 

rcadioi wramt aaaitnmenta Janet an d Matihevr noted apendint 
2 Qore on 

wluB 1 mad 1 i ICFt non I uaed lo Juct I4ow 1 took 
fcf —lit (*fUa IB efaa — I pa-u-Ht 

BBc^ asd aa 1 mad ttaa >»»» l w o rn iMk aoua ta my oow^dok 
for MglUnmffiilt. 1 »ut quMs I iaA^f« [t^ ua^ i iude ibc*«. 

1b blgk I ptoof mad. I luad lo do Aiy (Bpen ia obo algbL 

Hurt hfl9> aBay I tliou^ (bey warn. I could wtltB a pap«/ ifi osa Bight 
and aapBct tt gw a gsod grada <ra tt Now [ts aJkgB] 1 go b tha w i > iiu g 
CaatBC I flotaii wbaf pappla'a eplBUaa. 
lo-cloBa smiogiBS nnplsmBnied b; andeoB mcloded aaivs >i atoning 
Gdberaoo (2002) dcBoibcd aedve hat^ning aa a method of *hstenug> 
Is' os dlacuekio, or eJaaaroom diaJoguB, so dul the iBarser may p'" 
th^ mpif CtTirWira wtif^ vr^iw rrmaf appr»>n>TiBig> 
jbout »b>i» paitK-ipataoB m claafrooiDihaaiaiofis used techsique 
Huai of the srudons uaed aciive haismsg is enhasce voobolaiy aitd 
biGwlcdgc of (opio-cestered claasroom dulogsea Nicole and 
'Qacy FT|»1afTl>^^ 

I i*n«v »*<«> Biy TOcabidary laa't aa advaacad m othsr amdasca Whan 
1 talk 6U1 (oud u dMBB'i aousdaa goodceeifarad » wh«a I writs ea 
papac whSBl haarodscieapletilk aaduas wotdal pick upoa eliatf 
u- g«ta^ Tbaf'a lb« l Uara I caa r«^ a bMPk aad look up tks 
wotdi aad I adO •nm'tlaM (kaoL rll lookup a word asd rwoaaslanms 
laiscrD (eaa Ic, bucif IbaacaosaDBa uaa H out loud rll ufidaraUBdtL 
l^ul ts vary Inpcatsat to na, baarlag oitaar psopk ts£k 
TM hava to ba easra auaciu [ta ceOape sagliA^ so, 1 dacH aa? ai^ 
tlBap. I doa't waat to ceoaa aff looklag Ilka I doB*t kaow aaytklBg So I 
doBtnal^panktpata tBelaaabaauaal'B) ootatiMof tayaeU I'm oa* 
aum If what I'd •**"•<• la crarta. Of CAua« tba lase^t a^ avatyoos 
haa thatr owb mtsrptwatloa <4 cha madlBg. hut tf you u? >w n wat»iig 
thu tlw athsr atudaota ^ wnta tha/0 Jtusp all over you. So I 
doBt a^ eayttaiog I juw ttasD 
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CanvETMly Start and Mark enipJojBd voikaJ pudoparion at a pcimaiy 
snsicsf to increaw ibeir nading aod writing 

Ifi higb 1 iKver — i dBak ddfs a big pan of balag bcsftta 
bMag able m iiiiiirti liiiir jnii fti>1 Tii niiliif in da *'»»< is 
Itfve u aiiaak up la daM, m 1 da l da that taan ts coJ^ 

I1X — b aapacBd 

1 guoatMa cha taacba a lot ifidaoHbaliava laaoBMilBagaoBtfbodp ■ 
•cplcnu^ lb ^ nxi rd ►<»*i or about II [la UgbadMl] 1 

juat tfaec aloag wtth Kbaoaiiaa I »twingW tha waa always 

New ataea ( have a Tadary ofboaka aj^ raaouru* 1 a diffbrabt 
pa tip ec u vB or a ddbraupotatof new 

SoiDfl studanawlM) used active lisioniog aa a inmaryatrategp elected 
ID partiapate in ciaaa diacuaeioiiB when the fiscus waa on the African 
American nperiance. Itacy smsd that ahe paiticipsced daring ihsae 
ciaaa diacasdona because ^le believed that oihsr students would not 

Cf t bel atfQ«8iy Aout eli^ fU biu hf tlM 

OM pin I JOM UM& I OM Cd&idABt iA wlMa wm 
i^ofgiDs ud tbA [c^llegA] Ifiimetoe 

wa liAf« hiawy aiAotk Uoat 4 if tha atuda&ia ia tha dlaia laid 
M n^wmjoMbauiC raallj l(MMAL 5 df ItfiU thaiabai^] Ut Of 
cmtfM, thay waraa'i ^ ^^tua mb nA That ww tha aaa i 

SojT q l M? ipohfl ^)out haw (hs choice of diamom milueoced 

tboir contribiftiAn lo claanooiD dialcpifi i^ ti 4 rcadmi an/i wnliiif per* 

^tA l&taraatad l&j hooka that ara about tty!&g to diasie Hfuanctuk 
Tbora tta oiaay wo road le fraahaiaa ^afUih <1^ atitbar ma Ah^ 
Wilka^ A) tevdt cfOtifMdOm^' Ganteta I ^ a 6 os that papoif J ww 
ibla 10 lolatA to tba uple isd tbai l^lpi tai btttg out sMra pottM 
If I CAAT raUia to a (Mhss thtoi I dost really aoa a polet ie mang 
about die topiA 

As erideocod in theae conuDciua, stndentB derolDpcd antegiea that 
varied acconliiic cc thsir pc rcemd Acadeniic atrongtha and KeateeaM& 
All Audanta reported apendlDi mere nwn^ on readin( at hI wntini a^ 
ggnjMQis tKfcgi they in schools TTiey bellaved that verbal par* 

tiapaoon la Dtetsssrj to lemam aocceacful in die ccQe|e clasaiDom 
Moat atudantA howevoi; believed they did Dot hare the voibaJ tD 
pareopatA duiinc ciaaa f^uftniMifyn tbeiefors diay activAlyliJiened In 
addiDon, oilturBlly celcvanc coone conteot eohanced their parocipa* 
tioQ aod conAdeDca 
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Tlio poiposc of (hfi study wbj ii> szpSore UtbiBcy trptneocctf cratribat^ 
lii( 0 Afttcan American coOego sdidonis^ readme smemg succeaa 
U Hkflly chat sooe Ainaan Amcnctn fixs^eai coQegs radents hare 
dusmilar szpenecica& Fesr miywpu tbo radeots in this rady oatalK 
strof^ cccsflctioaa with muTocs^-aponaor^ prognma iDtsodcd 
ID suppoft Afiican American students' euccea in ecadcmxc ftAruai 
endearDca. AddrtionaSy, nine of the ecodonls pajticipaced m s 6-4^eek 
eamiDar pcDpui that Teqoimd weeUy ccntact wich smpportlrD amve> 
staff and olherundantpx^ented students ItiapoasUelhacAffican 
AmencanetudeDlesfhodoMChave e mzularnetwmk of suppon would 
diBbent e rpcnencee Herectheleaii the reauhi of study hare 

lm|dicenona fcr educatnea who teach Adican Amencan erudenta. 

Bxperiencee deaoftadby the erudente rarsal dial they understand 
the magnicndc cfhi^ school hcency prepamon and its contribucioQ to 
htam^ periOnnanca in coQcgQ One of the convoiang themes rdaced 
by die students wae the negahre coneequeoce oflcwaxpectanciistiiat 
dome acbool tsacheia have h p^ d The orudena' perspoctms of 
teacher arpectaticn support the that d ia not African American 

^cnileoa^ lack of capao^ to learn cbetr academic succcas^ 

rather it Is the qnah^ of mstrufficn that most arAH^m ir 

ontumea (HHUard 2002; 1fexeiia& Chnsdeii, 2002). 

Students also s^newiedged a m lltBra^ prepsrstion based 

on high school Bn^ish placement and the affiuence of Tanous school 
PsrtiQpation m AP couraca was belicred to betser prepare etu^ 
denis far soccess m the college claasiDom of AP asugnmeotj 

that nurture mdcal ihmking on a rane^ of topics. Stodenls beliered 
peers from aSueni districts did net su&r from negUTD ste^ 

rutypes which ezposoje to complex oidcaJ ^HmkiTig 

challcf^if^ cumail& The students' experience with hj|h lerels 
of anxiety An d selfdoubt m the belief that betdey and peeis may 
tion tbeirlecidmacy as CDOege stndents is coosistenc with finriin p of 
odiQi smdiee (Nora & Cabmra, 1846; Smedl^, Myers, Harrell, 1003^ 
Steele, 1M7^ Regartil^a of their limited school btera^ erperv 
stDdenis remaiDed confident of (heir abill^ to achieve hteci^ 
success in the college claaaiDonL Stsdent awareneas of the difference 
In pcipandon ju benefits of high school AP cotases is imponanl 
{or ODp tonne African American students^ Ineri^ performance in ihe 
college claaaiDom 

Sendentt' aoettiee influenced their entegies in the 

college dasaroom A few students osediheir verbal sMlls to demonstrate 
tbeirandetstaodintofthe wnttenaseiciiments. Other students facused 
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tboir o&ns on ^ui^wing iq peen dojing clw dimaiDns m hopes of 
enhanont tiinir Li to akiEls StsdonlscnpoitedTeTballypareGpetuic 
diinn( clftsenniD dikcuaion on topics thsi related tc the oipenonct 
of African Amcjlcana If studania are to dnvelop more effecti^ so^te^ 
Slea^ it iS important that they the iniluenoe of etlnua^, 

scbcolict and erpectation on th^ n college per&nnance. Sto^ 

grocrps which pnmdo leammi etratogiee, diecoBoone on 

the erpandebili^ of mtolbgeiice, af>d on the histpncaJ ooder piopaia^ 
tioQ of stndents m urban schools rr^^ght help students tD cope with the 
smistiea oeatcd from of adeqoaco literacy prcpaiation provided 
1 Tnan y Qjbafl SChOOtS, 

Implications 

The perceptione of ACriun Amencan students regarding their 
school preparedcm sre oidcal elements m sddr^smg the literacy oisis 
0 F African Amen ceo SCQ dents as they enter the c^iege classroco The 
data suggcat seme school and collegs teachers may need to d^ 
velcp mstrucoonal suutegias which azphdl^ acknowledge and enhance 
African Amencan srudents' litaricy potential Also, curricular changes 
sre needed to pitmde African American stndenla with equitable levels 
of opemoon^ coloirally erpeneiicos, increased classroom 

dialogue in which students may tnchide their peisonal expsiiencca, as 
wail as opporemlties to devslop oidca] i^inkmg j^Tig related tn esut 
mg wnnng It w ahimataly the combmahon of teachers^ lersls of 
dpectellan canicular mcdifrcaocns that wiO ap p r o pr iately prepare 
African American stodenls {orhtecicy success 
The data so gge St (het African American students m urban high school 
setting may net be receMog literal prepanbon equal to their peere 
who attend schools re KnanmaDy affluent school diatricm Despite Uzzh 
oed high htnn^ preparaoco^ the fiist^ear African Amencan 

collegs stndenta m jtut^ osed thotr enumphs and frustxsDons as 
motivatno to re main a cademkally successful Educahonsl opportuniliea 
made svuljble tc students m urban high school and collegs most 

exemplify a conmuiment tn equal and squitsble access to knowledgo^ 
akillA information African American students must perceive and 
know, ihelr literacy prepantion appropriately provides them with 

the vital stalls that lead to ondlcas posabiboes toward and 

prebsaional Acccmpli^iingthis goal may require uncomJort^le 
dialogues between teacheis and students tc unpeove arpecta^ 

tioQ, selection of quticuIs^ classrcom dialogues which enhance 
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O^faMl eo iftAMA £ftiSe 4a^RR 

UactIAi VJ (ISMk >iA1aB AOMraft chiUmDi UBBtvft Tb dst eoe iniiMiiB^i 
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<LD t^999J a ea^Un^ 9v blAn^ ifittcfBUetm /mtwT ^ Alttk 

i^rQ9tt^&ai74ci 

^ ^ Cote XO (1M) Hm^Ac Ttemnd Cate CA 
Hodo&e] Auooa&m ^SdoaCmo) 9 t^pmc (MS2) Att99j npoff cad ^ 9>e ftfto? 
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)lQda&e3 Cooa a a4T^rf^tft#w i fioaDcv/ Ajwujk £Jvw 

bav MjW techato^ W AMfaa 

H8MAlC«Batovta«MaBDKJr^m> Cl^VcfX^nev^lBWM 

fiC U S <^vmMm Mbq^ O^te 

yoa A* X A f {199^ rak olpMo^da&e cf pn^odlM od (l^uiuiB^ 

ttoD 00 thft o4oflBMt otf oaoncj indooB to ooOafo jtenMf ^ IA^wUeiiaw 
99;UXJ4A 

0^^ J Wow ttiwda man HewUerM^ CV Bk IM* 

fOf Pwm 

9ec7» T (MW) LTp tan <te otrtX Itawd t ttao^ of Afrlao^Aafirtna 

A^tf^WAa IaT tery, C taelA k X G HilliBd 111 (BW), teo^ aM ^ 
rnma^fVijft ■hiAiawnp^ ij1>ia 1 nwmiw mlimi (jip UUS) tatsaklA 
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taiBBu 0 ^ ^ s / (I90V V) Af Wii Afi owiAtaan a 

niftv^ nooaadOaki* 

faiLiiiLA^^ ^ C^Mi) lvtafnft«^At(%AakttMl(M 0 iA AQ^alffrffiitsf^iaiadAiiaw 
«d tfa MMf ( 3 ^ }f9w tai^ 1 ^ ttetem >tm 

9Md^, &£ , Ufta^ HZ. #S407«IL tZ C^M) liiiiuilij aiuii iumm tod 
tdJufBMfiiotf frTrtlimfii M 4 dMdl 

f^TH>Wi^a« rt (UfT) tty faniaiy nf flitriV ilTTTiTnrii Hoo^ 


aedt»C^(IW) AthftMtB 1^ tr HovasttPtTpM ihjpe IdbILmu] i^MK^ tad 
pertansM 

IkBA 9 CT, 6 <teRln C 2 iM 2 ) tirlct 

A^KM Absico KarollaMtt a Ugbcr otecffiM Htfiav, li^49< 

¥!& SlJL (iM> rM 0 ^ atd Tbouod U dt^ 


Appflfidiz 


SrudM biisvigtt C^tfnofu 
1 IhD me dbouc year high dchD(d Ensli^h 
i me vhei it meeiu u> be a good mador 

3 IhD me wbai it meoAfi u>be abad ceadec 

4 IhD me wbai it meoAfi u>be a good wniBC 
i IhD me whai it meoAS u>be abad wntflc 

6 How do jcjudee^ibe zooraelfaa areader"^ Inb^ 3eliooi?lii 
cfillego/ 

Tvn me wby jm beli09o your leading skills an good/batl 
How do juo dfisoibe yomaaif as a writer? Id achool^^ In 
ciillego/ 

Tvn me wby yon belisre your wtiiiAg akiUa am good/bad 
How wonld yon doaoibe yonr oraiaD acadenue IkSOs? 

Wbat y^jof blgb adpol BA^iab tKmk ofyoor nad 

<no anA WZlllAg aklUs? 

12. Wbai bcum do yon bebero contribotE u> reading anrf railing 
awn^ v 

13. Wbat does yonr ooOe|e BAilttb ins tractor diink ofyoor read 
anA WZlllAg SklUs? 

14. Haro yoor liiorecy aUla choogod onlEJtog ooOege'^ If 
so, how? 

15 What do yon behero an aaaigniDQnt easy or dincaJt? 

Ifl. iQ£ abont a rrhon a coDego EA|liah was 


7 


9 

10 . 

11 


17 . Why did yon it was fnmatiAg? 
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18 . Tkn mL abooc a wtiaii 0 ciiOeto Ertgli^ 

caay. 

18 . WhjdidTOU chilli it waa^a^ 

20. Wlu> orwtaattaaa bean niM gpnifi^nr cn halpiogyun davdop 
liiaiBcj akaDa? 

21. Hava f m diared foor En^iah (popan) with 7001 

peara/ Wl^ Why not? 

2L Wbal baton have coiicilnjt4:d moat Id yoor chaucca iB ktaruy 
at&iniDaiu in collar? 

S. What do you babova mold osod to occur lo ncflTo iDczra 
pu^iilva evaluation fro m yooi comot inaonctor"^ 

24 What dc you baliovo would naad to occoi id lower yuur sfh 
penhanaion towar d Englsh aasfzunants/ 

2S. la iippraymg yap? baracy ridlb impartMt la yoaV Why? Why 
Qflt? 


/ay BaxIm AMMW ftvjiaaaf drM>'lK CdfiJM CMntJ UravsttUy tdlwe st^ 

rm-^mn Iryrniriit iTifiiiV tairiiiir PiartihvirrrfriTn rn'iir^ n' if 
c{ fidudODn Hgr m^txS Msfsaa niti& i/ts (npnvfrsrl ofeuhuraSy 
n&laitinf ruling uumtfSoni^A/HMn AiwK*i fK|H aJuerf and feanwa Ifi 

pAWuIar, «lw Iteiai u to^ « aeo^W roJinj BuM^awn f6r 

Awrvan MMla>u &te luu uajitl vatvtu fe^a% inJCruMn Maras m 
piiU^Pi^hslmri^ nmaqunai^aiflBBS vu/inwramsa C9>t«9cniracan«>iBiy 
thu dmete aPwaU te diiirsMd m Or s 5 bM af&bttiADX, NntA CAnJinA 
Cantnd UxuisOT^ 712 ObQ Strut, Dorhnn. fforth ^rMna 277tJ7, ssssossi 
Jboaka^ttfcu. adu 


